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’la had reigned some slxty years. The British Empire
had been created by Eritons in every part oir the worlid, Victoris
@S Lmpress o1 the greatest and mightiest Empire or the
world, yet in the ricinest city in ti worla, the centre or
tmplire, with riches pouring into the country from the four
corners. of'' t arin, halr ot the people lived anc starved
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Irom their camp in Victoris

Their gorgeous uniforms

their splendid hors
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~ipression oi splendour and ma jesty  that I have never for got
although it was some s venty years ago.

All over London, the Jubilee celebrations were carried

vl L LC

on everywhere with great fun and games, everybody seeming t

Join in the festivities., Wwe oI my generation can look back

OUne ot the saddest occaslions was when we were gathered
together in the chapel to say Godspe to the boys were
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and physically fit, able to earn moneye.

But the more important factor was the £60 compensation
awarded to me for my accident by the Court. If I left
England, my parents would never be able to lay their hands
on that money. That £60 was & smalil fortune to them,

So Destiny and my parents' avarice took me from the haven
of love and safety to cast me back into the perilous waters
of the East End streets.

It must be remembered that the husbands and fathers oI
the working ciasses were tyrants to their women folk. They
treated them like slaves; they had to be ovedient at all
times to the wishes or their husbands. The idea ol equality
between husband and wiie never entered his head.

Those who have read Oliver Twist will know Dickens'

description of the relationship between Bill Sykes and Nancy.
So, understanding the lotdship oi the man over his woman,
I realise now why my mother was so opedient at the time to
my father's wishes. My father, like the working men or his
generation, lacking education, knew only the animal desires
in fulrillment oi which he treated women with brutal
caliousnesse.
He was father to six other children besides the four born
to my mother, so the fact that he took me away from Leopold

House, so that I could earn money to keep him, was in keeping
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LOey called tnese dark ages "Sixty Glorious Years!,

In considering the evenus that prevented me emigrating to
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Canada, 1l have orten wondered why the law thought it necessary
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to give the parents the legai rigi to stop their children
emigrating, if it could be proved it was for the good of the

child. Why should drunken and dissolute parents, who ‘have

the powers to prevent the childrer
joying the chance to lead a better life?

been engaged in a lawsuit over the
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question or sending a boy to Canada without obtaining

v

guardians oi the boy. Some Catholic connections
objected to the boy, who had Catholic association, being

sent out to Canada without their knowledge. The Judge

lad declded that the boys's parent or guardian could prevent

o &

ter Bt Phore  Teof oo 3 ansin matter whethar +hat
any DOy ITrom O eing sent to Canada » NO matter whether thsat
T cUsrAalan wa a9 PDerson a vied ol snd evil that +hevw
Pé VL gUuardlian was s PELU'S0Il 8O0 V1IClous and evil that vney

were not fit persons to have the child in their care,

better than an East End oafer, the law had
power and 1 was the wictim who had to sufrer tor it in the end.,
The Assistant Lommissioner or Police, Sir Robert Anderson,
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of' the nation cannot slumber much longer over this
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